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Appeal to United Nations Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants Mr. Felipe González 
Morales concerning Ethiopian migrants stuck in hellish Saudi detention centres  

09.9.2020 

Mr. Felipe González Morales 
United Nations Special Rapporteur on the human rights of migrants  

Geneva Council for Rights and Liberties GCRL, would like to bring to the attention of your Excellency 
reports received concerning the human rights abuses currently suffered by hundreds of African migrants 
who are locked up in Saudi coronavirus centres, and urge you to take all the appropriate measures to 
ensure that the Saudi Arabia government puts an end to all humiliating and inhuman treatment of 
migrants. 

According to a recent investigation by British newspaper Sunday Telegraph,hundreds of African migrants 
locked up in Saudi Arabia's coronavirus detention facilities in terrible conditions.Photos and video clip 
smuggled out showing dozens of emaciated men lying on the floor in multiple rows in small rooms with 
barred windows, the situation was best  described by one Euthiopian migrant saying “it’s hell in here, we 
are treated like animals”. Other migrants said they were beaten using electric cords, with guards hurling 
racial abuse at them and at least one teenager took his own life by hanging himself, according to the 
report. 

Deportation centres and detention facilities in Saudi Arabia are notoriously overcrowded and lack 
adequate water and sanitation which increases vulnerability to infection. The rich Gulf country has long 
exploited migrant labour from Africa and Asia. In June 2019, an estimated 6.6m foreign workers made up 
about 20 per cent of the Gulf nation’s population, most occupying low paid and often physically arduous 
jobs. They enjoy few legal rights and many complain of exploitation, sexual and racial abuse from 
employers. 

The government of Saudi Arabia has legal obligations to protect everyone in the kingdom, citizens and 
foreigners alike, from illegal practices, discrimination, and human rights abuses, noting that the Kingdom 
is not a party to two bedrock human rights treaties, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 

Geneva Council for Rights and Liberties also received information documented by  ImpACT International 
for Human Rights Policies, the London-based think tank,which reveal that caves in remote areas of 
Riyadh, the capital of Saudi Arabia, have become a haven for Ethiopian workers seeking to escape 
deportation amidst the deteriorating humanitarian and health conditions. Dozens of Ethiopian workers are 
suffering while trying to escape deportation, posing a grave threat to their lives.  
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Since last March, the International Organization for Migration has registered 2,870 Ethiopian returnees, 
all but 100 of whom were sent back from Saudi Arabia," IOM spokesman Alemayehu Seifeselassie said. 
Saudi Arabia is expected to deport some 200,000 Ethiopian migrants. It is worth mentioning That the 
Kingdom remains one of few countries that has not ratified the international treaties relating to migrant 
detention. 

GCRL is deeply concerned at the reported human rights abuses committed against migrants and stresses 
that the consequences of denying them their basic rights are impossible to ignore.It also emphasizes that  
utter lack of accountability perpetuate these grave human rights violations, which are further exacerbated 
by the absence of investigation. 

Migrants’ human rights and dignity must be at the forefront and high priority of our immediate response as 
their situation becomes aggravated during this time of pandemic especially that everyone of them is 
forced to live the harsh reality that he may be the victim either of ill-treatment or Coronavirus COVID19. 

Therefore, in view of the urgency of the matter, Mr. Special Rapporteur, given the mandate of your 
Office to monitor violations of human rights of migrants,  Geneva Council for Rights and Liberties 
plead to you to do all in your power follow up on these systematic and grave human rights 
violations, as well as all other migrant-related crimes occurring in the country. We urge you to: 

• Take all necessary interim measures to halt the alleged violations and prevent their re-
occurrence.  

• Immediately raise this urgent appeal to the Security Council and urged the Special 
Representative to encourage the special mandate holders to take the necessary actions within 
their competencies. 

• Bring the matter to the attention of the Human Rights Council during its next session. 
• Call on Saudi authorities to stop mass expulsions of Ethiopian and other foreign workers and 

protect their human rights.  

We thank you for your attention on this crucial matter. 
 Sincerely, 

Geneva Council for Rights and Liberties, Switzerland 

—————————————— 

1 https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/climate-and-people/investigation-african-migrants-left-
die-saudi-arabias-hellish/ 

2 https://impactpolicies.org/en/news/132/caves-become-haven-for-ethiopian-workers-escaping-
deportation-in-saudi-arabia 
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