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Appeal to the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Ms. Michelle 
Bachelet Jeria to Investigate into the Illegal Attack against Migrants in Tajoura 

Detention Centre on 3 July 2019 

04.12.2019 

Ms Michelle Bachelet Jeria 
United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights  

On the night of 2nd July 2019, a deadly airstrike was launched against the Tajoura 
detention centre used by the UN-backed Government of National Accord (GNA) to detain 
migrants attempting to reach Europe, killing at least 53 persons and wounding other 130.  
The missiles stroke against a hangar where over 120 migrants were sleeping.   As the 1

recent United Nations Security Council’s expert group on Libya concluded in a confidential 
report , the aircraft responsible for the attack was a Mirage 2000-9 fighter jet, most likely 2

used by foreign air forces backing the retired Major General Khalifa Haftar-led Libyan 
National Army during its offensives on Tripoli started in April 2019. While, according to 
sources, no country was named, there is strong suspicion that the foreign air forces 
carrying out the lethal strike belonged to the United Arab Emirates (UAE) or Egypt - being 
Haftar’s main allies.  3

This atrocious attack was promptly condemned in the strongest terms by the 
Special Representative of the Secretary-General (SRSG), Head of the United Nations 
Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL), Ghassan Salamé. According to the SRSG, there are solid 
grounds to believe the deliberate bombing could constitute a war crime as carried out 
against a facility knowingly holding hundreds of civilians.  Indeed, UNSMIL confirmed that 4

both warring parties were given the co-ordinates of all migrant centres in order to prevent 
them from getting hit.   5

Therefore, not only this act strikingly violates well-established principles of 
international humanitarian law to take all feasible precautions to avoid or minimize 
incidental loss of civilian life, injury to civilians and damage to civilian objects, and to 
refrain from directing attacks against civilians, but also infringes the several United 
Nations Security Council Resolutions establishing arms embargo on the country.  Since 6

2011, the Security Council has in fact maintained a two-way arms embargo on Libya to 
prevent the transfer of arms in the region with the aim to de-escalate the conflict and 
achieve a peaceful political transition in the country.  In August 2019, the UAE signed a 
joint statement together with the governments of France, Italy, the United Kingdom, and 
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the United States, to recall the obligation of warring parties to abide by the arms 
embargo: yet, the UN panel of experts has reported regular blatant violations by foreign 
actors of such an embargo, leaving much hopelessness as to the observance of these 
commitments.   7

It is to be noted that the attack on Tajoura detention centre was preceded by 
another strike two months earlier, which hit a target close to the facility. The blast almost 
killed an infant in the women’s dormitory.  On that occasion, several international 8

organizations, including the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees called for the 
immediate evacuation of all migrants from the detention centre in the conflict area.  This 9

proves the later tragedy could have been avoided, should have there been willingness to 
do so. Today, more migrants intercepted by the EU-backed Libyan coastguard have 
reportedly been brought to the Tajoura detention facility. This exposes them to further 
risk of being targeted.   10

Ms. High Commissioner, given the mandate of your Office to monitor violations 
of human rights,Geneva Council for Rights and Liberties, plead to you to do all in your 
power follow up on the shameful attack against the Tajoura migration facility in Libya 
as well as all other migrant-related crimes occurring in the country. We urge you to: 

• Put pressure on the parties involved in the conflict to respect international human 
rights law and international humanitarian law at all times, including by taking all 
necessary precautions to safeguard the life of civilians. 

• Put pressure on the Libyan authorities to ensure migrants are not detained in areas 
where they can become targets of military offensives.   

• Put pressure on the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court to investigate 
into this incident, which may amount to war crime, as well as other cases in 
relation to migrant-related crimes in Libya. 

• Bring the matter to the attention of the Human Rights Council during its next 
session. 

Sincerely, 

Lamia Fadla 

President of Geneva Council for Rights and Liberties, Switzerland 
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